Classification of portal vein anatomy for partial liver transplantation.
The anatomy of the portal vein is usually classified as 3 to 5 patterns and simple compared with the anatomy of the hepatic artery. The variety of portal vein anatomy was examined in 287 living donors for liver transplantation. More than 90% of donors showed a normal bifurcation type; 6% showed the trifurcation type. Only 3% displayed a separate origin of the right paramedian and the right lateral branches. There was no anomalous pattern that had not been reported previously. In our series, we conclude that it is rare for 2 or more stumps of portal vein to appear in partial liver transplantation. The frequency is much less if the left liver or the right lateral liver graft is used for adult-to-adult living donor liver transplantation.